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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — HEADQUARTERS REDEVELOPMENT 

333. Mr J.E. McGRATH to the Minister for Agriculture and Food:  

I refer to the Liberal–National government’s allocation in last week’s budget for a major redevelopment of the 
headquarters of the Department of Agriculture and Food, which happens to be in my electorate of South Perth. I 
will be visiting the facilities tomorrow with the Minister for Commerce. Can the minister please give us some 
details about this redevelopment and how it will benefit agriculture in this state?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for South Perth. I am sure that when he finishes visiting the site, he will be absolutely 
surprised and shocked by the parlous state that the facilities are in. The facilities are certainly not attractive 
enough to be drawing the best scientists, the best researchers and best people to Western Australia to deliver an 
outcome to the farming community in Western Australia. That is why it has been such a fantastic decision of the 
Liberal–National government to allocate $235 million to the rebuild.  

Mr M.P. Murray interjected.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will say it louder—$235 million!  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Member for Collie–Preston, you have an opportunity to ask questions in this place and 
not continually talk and interject on a minister answering a question. I formally call the member for Collie–
Preston to order for the first time today. While I am on my feet, that comment I made also applies to the member 
for Joondalup. I formally call the member for Joondalup to order for the first time today.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The best commentary that the member for Collie–Preston can offer in the media is that this 
government does not make decisions and lacks direction. Can members believe it? This government has made 
more decisions than the Labor Party made in the past eight years when it was on this side of the house. We have 
made some of the most significant investments in the second-most important sector in Western Australia. Our 
record stands on the decisions that we have made.  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not know whether I like what the minister is saying, because I cannot hear it. I 
would like members on both sides of this place to be a little quieter.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: There is no doubt that this matter has been talked about for many, many years. I recall 
being in opposition and waiting for a decision to be made to fix the facilities, which are a long, long way from 
what they should be. The decision has been made by this government to put $235 million towards a rebuild on 
the South Perth site. We are getting on and doing it. We have already kicked a lot of goals in the agricultural 
space and this is another goal that will seal the match on the agricultural front.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call the member for Albany to order for the second time today. I formally 
call the member for Collie–Preston to order for the second time today.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The demolition of some of the decommissioned buildings on the site will start shortly. The 
redevelopment will be a phased process over a few years targeting completion in about 2016. The choice of the 
South Perth site was for a number of reasons; it is the most cost-effective outcome and it is close to the city and 
Bentley Technology Park, which gives us a chance to build on some of those strong commercial relationships 
that are so important to get the best leverage from resources in the agricultural sector.  

We also get a chance to retain some of the better facilities, particularly around the glasshouses, some of which on 
the current site are in a good state, and with not too much investment can be brought up to the appropriate 
standard. The transition is also helped by the rebuild being on the current site and, of course, being our land we 
are also in charge of our own destiny. However, that does not downplay the strength of our relationship with the 
university sector and with other sectors such as InterGrain and potentially groups such as the Australian Centre 
for Plant Functional Genomics in South Australia. 

Mr M.P. Murray: You mean Monsanto! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Did the member for Collie–Preston hear that one: the Australian Centre for Plant 
Functional Genomics in South Australia? 

We can build a relationship with these sorts of groups and key stakeholders to leverage resources that we have to 
get the best outcome for Western Australia. There is no doubt that the current facility is second-rate. It is the 
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wrong image for agriculture and does not encourage the best people into Western Australia. We want to put a 
fresh face on that. We want to make sure that these headquarters are state of the art. We also want to make sure 
that we use this as the base for building and delivering a service to one of the most significant sectors in Western 
Australia—the agriculture community. That is our voice of confidence for going forward in the agriculture 
sector. It demonstrates this government’s commitment to the long-term prosperity and success of agriculture in 
Western Australia—something the opposition did not do when it was in government for eight years. 
 


